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12° Air Law Conference

Safety in Helicopter Sector
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Our goal
To be at the forefront of vertical lift solutions for the benefit of our customers and society
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Meeting every mission
Everything we do is dedicated to help operators matching the most demanding missions, delivering essential services to the 

society
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Innovating with purpose
Everything we do is dedicated to help operators matching the most demanding missions, delivering essential services to the 

society
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A Sustainable Future
Our sustainability roadmap is key to our business strategy
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Medium Family 
Being modern and safer
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Safety by design
The AW Family Platforms have been designed to meet the most demanding safety regulations
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LEGISLATION CHALLENGES
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Regulatory Framework
✓ Continuous challenge because of CS27/CS29 Evolution

and European Plan for Aviation Safety (EPAS)

✓ Regulation (EU) 2023/1020 amending EASA AIR OPS 

 with Specific Improvement for HEMS operations

✓ ENAC “Indicazioni Tecniche e Operative” 2024/01-ONO 

 for Amended EASA AIR OPS
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Regulatory Framework
Examples for the HEMS Sector

Performance

requirements for HEMS 

HEC operations

Helicopter emergency 

medical service (HEMS) 

operations

Approval of helicopter 

operations to or from

a public interest site (PIS)

NVIS Operations

Performance

requirements for HEMS 

mountain operations

HEMS VFR operating 

minima and Obstacle 

awareness and avoidance

Oxygen requirements

for non-pressurised

helicopters

for mountain operations at 

high altitudes

Crew requirements
Operative Procedures and 

Risk Assessment
SAS/AP for single-pilot 

night HEMS 
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CASE LAW LEADING TO NEW SAFETY RULES

The helicopter, owned by Kobe Bryant, crashed in California, 

resulting in the deaths of all nine passengers and the pilot.

DETAILS OF THE CRASH:

• Aircraft: Sikorsky S-76B.

• Weather: Low visibility, with fog and cloud cover, contributed to the crash.

• Cause: Pilot error, specifically continuing flight into instrument meteorological conditions under visual flight rules, leading 

to spatial disorientation and loss of control.

• Investigation: The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) investigated the crash and determined that the pilot's 

decision-making was a contributing factor.

• No Mechanical Failure: The investigation found no evidence of engine failure or other mechanical issues

S A F E T Y  I N  H E L I C O P T E R  S E C T O R

S- 76B CRASH

Following such crash, the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) issued 

several safety recommendations aimed at enhancing helicopter flight safety. 

https://www.ntsb.gov/investigations/Pages/DCA20MA059.aspx?_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_ty48N8GDjFKPpvR3RUzHB-RsUfU2aNx6elKwRmFYk5gLPTrXaC3KY9nIGRuePZax-f26tBz-4LYXxywixwDRbVZ2X0A
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Thank you
for your attention
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